


2019 Grace Women's Retreat

April 12-13, 2019
 

Theme: Being a Woman of Grace
 

Featuring Deborah Johnson!

Grace Camp for Kids!
June 9-15, 2019
 

Theme: The Children of Light
 

Bring your kids and all their friends to
the 24th annual Florida Grace Camp!
 

Gra Ec eve ne st



Things That Differ

* This is not a paid advertisement but a personal endorsement. I love
this book! Buy it! Click the link above! -Joel Hayes, Editor in Chief

https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org/products-page/books/ebooks/ebook-things-that-differ/


The Mystery

* This is not a paid advertisement but a personal endorsement. I love
this book! Buy it! Click the link above! -Joel Hayes, Editor in Chief

https://parsonspublishingcompany.com/product/the-mystery/


The Big Easy
Winter Garden, FL

Love God  - Love People - Serve the

New Orleans Home Cookin'New Orleans Home Cookin'

Dine in or Carry Out!

Mouth-watering Gumbo!Mouth-watering Gumbo!
 

 

Sumptuous CrawfishSumptuous Crawfish
Chowder!Chowder!

http://www.thebigeasyfl.com/


By Pastor Hal Bekemeyer

" G r a c e  b e  t o  y o u  a n d  p e a c e  f r o m
G o d  o u r  F a t h e r ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  L o r d
J e s u s  C h r i s t . "
 
W h a t  a  m a r v e l o u s  d e c l a r a t i o n
f r o m  G o d  t h a t  e c h o e s  t h r o u g h
t h i s  a g e ,  a s  p e n n e d  b y  t h e
A p o s t l e  P a u l !  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  s o
s a d  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e
i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  l i v e
i n  a  t i m e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  G o d  a s
o n e  i n  w h i c h  H e  i s  d i s p e n s i n g
g r a c e  a l o n e .  W h e n  w e  r e a d  a
p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  a s
E p h e s i a n s  3 : 1  &  2 ;  " F o r  t h i s  c a u s e
I  P a u l ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t
f o r  y o u  G e n t i l e s ,  { 2 }  I f  y e  h a v e
h e a r d  o f  t h e  d i s p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e
g r a c e  o f  G o d  w h i c h  i s  g i v e n  m e  t o
y o u - w a r d : "  w e  e n c o u n t e r  t h i s
p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  G o d ’ s
b e n e fi c e n c e  a n d  w o n d e r  t r u l y
w h y  s o  m a n y  h a v e  n o t  h e a r d .
 
O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  a r e
m a n y  t h a t  p r o c l a i m  G o d ’ s  g r a c e
w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  c o m p r e h e n d i n g
i t s  s c o p e  a n d  n a t u r e .  T h e y  s e e
g r a c e  a s  “ u n m e r i t e d  f a v o r ”  i n
s a l v a t i o n  b u t  f a i l  t o  r e c o g n i z e
t h a t  g r a c e  i s  a  l i f e  f o r c e  t h a t
e x t e n d s  r i g h t  t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  a n d
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  e v e r y d a y  l i v i n g .
I n  t h e  v i e w  o f  m a n y ,  w e  r e c e i v e
s a l v a t i o n  a s  a  g i f t  f r o m  G o d  a p a r t
f r o m  a n y  m e r i t  b a s e d  a c c e p t a n c e
s y s t e m  b u t  f r o m  t h a t  p o i n t  o n  w e
a l l  m u s t  e a r n  G o d ’ s  a p p r o v a l

t h r o u g h  m e r i t o r i o u s  s e r v i c e .  T h i s
s k e w e d  v i e w  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w h i l e
w e  c a n ’ t  e a r n  G o d ’ s  a c c e p t a n c e
b e f o r e  c o n v e r s i o n ,  b u t  w e  c a n  d o
s o  a f t e r w a r d .
 
( E p h  1 : 2 - 7 )  " G r a c e  b e  t o  y o u ,  a n d
p e a c e ,  f r o m  G o d  o u r  F a t h e r ,  a n d
f r o m  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  { 3 }
B l e s s e d  b e  t h e  G o d  a n d  F a t h e r  o f
o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w h o  h a t h
b l e s s e d  u s  w i t h  a l l  s p i r i t u a l
b l e s s i n g s  i n  h e a v e n l y  p l a c e s  i n
C h r i s t :  { 4 }  A c c o r d i n g  a s  h e  h a t h
c h o s e n  u s  i n  h i m  b e f o r e  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h a t  w e
s h o u l d  b e  h o l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  b l a m e
b e f o r e  h i m  i n  l o v e :  { 5 }  H a v i n g
p r e d e s t i n a t e d  u s  u n t o  t h e
a d o p t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  b y  J e s u s
C h r i s t  t o  h i m s e l f ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
g o o d  p l e a s u r e  o f  h i s  w i l l ,  { 6 }  T o
t h e  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  g l o r y  o f  h i s
g r a c e ,  w h e r e i n  h e  h a t h  m a d e  u s
a c c e p t e d  i n  t h e  b e l o v e d .  { 7 }  I n
w h o m  w e  h a v e  r e d e m p t i o n  t h r o u g h
h i s  b l o o d ,  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  h i s
g r a c e ; "
 
T h e  c r u x  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h i s  –
o u r  s t a t u s  a s  b e i n g  a c c e p t e d  o f
G o d  i s  a  p o s i t i o n a l  i s s u e ,  n o t  a
p r a c t i c a l  o n e .  G o d  a c c e p t s ,  a n d
h a s  c h o s e n ,  e a c h  b e l i e v e r  b y
v i r t u e  o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n  i n  H i s  S o n ,
t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  a n d  t h i s
a c c e p t a n c e  i s  n o t  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y
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o u r  a b i l i t y  i n  a n y  w a y .  T h e r e  i s  a n
o l d  s a y i n g ,  “ S a v e d  b y  g r a c e ;  k e p t
b y  g r a c e . ”  I  a m  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e
o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  g e m  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  i t
t o  b e  t r u e .  H o w e v e r ,  i n
a c k n o w l e d g i n g  i t s  t r u t h  I  m u s t
a l s o  c o n f e s s  t h a t  i t  i s  i n c o m p l e t e
i n  i t s  s c o p e  a s  i t  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  g r a c e  t o  t h e
d e t a i l s  o f  o u r  l i v e s .
 
( G a l  1 : 3 - 4 )  " G r a c e  b e  t o  y o u  a n d
p e a c e  f r o m  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r ,  a n d
f r o m  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  { 4 }  W h o
g a v e  h i m s e l f  f o r  o u r  s i n s ,  t h a t  h e
m i g h t  d e l i v e r  u s  f r o m  t h i s  p r e s e n t
e v i l  w o r l d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f
G o d  a n d  o u r  F a t h e r : "
 
A  f o u n d a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g r a c e
i s  t h a t  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n
f r o m  G o d  t h a t  d e l i v e r s  u s  f r o m
t h i s  “ p r e s e n t ”  e v i l  w o r l d .  T h i s
s p e a k s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  b e i n g
d e l i v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  p e n a l t y  o f  s i n
a n d  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e
o w n e r s h i p ,  i n fl u e n c e  a n d  p o w e r  o f
t h i s  e v i l  w o r l d  u p o n  t h e  b e l i e v e r .
G o d  h a s  e m p o w e r e d  e a c h  b e l i e v e r
t o  e x i s t  a n d ,  y e s ,  e v e n  t o  fl o u r i s h
i n  t h e  s i n f u l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  o u r
t i m e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e
b e l i e v e r  t o  s u ff e r  e v i l
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i t h  h o p e  a n d
c o n fi d e n c e  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e s e
s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  a  r e fl e c t i o n  o f
G o d ’ s  r e g a r d  f o r  u s  b u t  j u s t  t h e
n a t u r a l  s t a t e  o f  a ff a i r s  o n  t h i s
p l a n e t .
 
( 2  T h  2 : 1 5 - 1 7 )  " T h e r e f o r e ,
b r e t h r e n ,  s t a n d  f a s t ,  a n d  h o l d  t h e
t r a d i t i o n s  w h i c h  y e  h a v e  b e e n
t a u g h t ,  w h e t h e r  b y  w o r d ,  o r  o u r
e p i s t l e .  { 1 6 }  N o w  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s
C h r i s t  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  G o d ,  e v e n  o u r
F a t h e r ,  w h i c h  h a t h  l o v e d  u s ,  a n d
h a t h  g i v e n  u s  e v e r l a s t i n g  

c o n s o l a t i o n  a n d  g o o d  h o p e  t h r o u g h
g r a c e ,  { 1 7 }  C o m f o r t  y o u r  h e a r t s ,
a n d  s t a b l i s h  y o u  i n  e v e r y  g o o d
w o r d  a n d  w o r k . "
 
I n  o u r  p r e v i o u s  l o s t  c o n d i t i o n  w e
h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  w a l k
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  “ c o u r s e  o f  t h i s
w o r l d . ”  O u r  l i f e  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d
b y  d i s o b e d i e n c e  a n d  g o v e r n e d  b y
t h e  p l a n  a n d  p o w e r  o f  S a t a n
( E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 - 2 ) .  B u t ,  g l o r i o u s l y ,
o u r  S a v i o r  c h a n g e d  a l l  o f  t h a t !
W h e n  w e  t r u s t e d  t h e  g o s p e l  o f
g r a c e  w e  b e c a m e  “ n e w  c r e a t u r e s  i n
C h r i s t ”  b r i n g i n g  u s  i n t o  a  n e w
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  H i m s e l f ,
a n d  a l s o ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t o  t h e
w o r l d  w e  l i v e  i n .  P a u l  a d d r e s s e s
t h i s  l a t e r  i n  E p h e s i a n s  2  w h e n  h e
s t a t e s ;  “ F o r  b y  g r a c e  a r e  y e  s a v e d
t h r o u g h  f a i t h ;  a n d  t h a t  n o t  o f
y o u r s e l v e s :  i t  i s  t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d :  { 9 }
N o t  o f  w o r k s ,  l e s t  a n y  m a n  s h o u l d
b o a s t .  { 1 0 }  F o r  w e  a r e  h i s
w o r k m a n s h i p ,  c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t
J e s u s  u n t o  g o o d  w o r k s ,  w h i c h  G o d
h a t h  b e f o r e  o r d a i n e d  t h a t  w e
s h o u l d  w a l k  i n  t h e m . "
 
N o t  o n l y  h a v e  w e  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d
f r o m  t h e  p e n a l t y  o f  s i n  b y  g r a c e ,
w e  h a v e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a c e  o f
G o d ’ s  w o r k m a n s h i p ,  b e e n  m a d e
n e w  c r e a t u r e s ,  d e l i v e r e d  f r o m  t h e
p o w e r  a n d  i n fl u e n c e  o f  t h i s  e v i l
w o r l d  a n d  h a v e  b e c o m e
t e s t a m e n t s  t o  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  H i s
g r a c e .
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Fellowship Bible Church

This magazine was made with

https://www.fellowshipbiblechurchorlando.org/


Fellowship Bible Church

This magazine was made with

Come visit!

https://www.fellowshipbiblechurchorlando.org/


If this magazine was a blessing to you, please, please consider
supporting our new ministry over at Patreon or purchase
advertising by contacting me through our website!
 
I hope to continue to offer not only rich Bible studies exploring all
that it means to live the life of grace as God would have us to live,
but I'd also like to go beyond that. I'd like to have personal interest
stories, testimonials, interviews, stories of faith, a global grace
church directory, grace news, listings of grace conferences and
churches who need pastors, as well as videos, podcasts, and more!.
 
Pastors would be welcome to contribute articles to help promote
their churches. We'd also promote local ministries and local
organizations that don't normally get the chance to be promoted
on larger media platforms. This is just a one-man operation. Your
support would go a long way to help us to proclaim God's
abounding grace and bring others to "see what is the fellowship of
the mystery" (Eph. 3:9)! Thank you so much!
 
 

Thank you!

Joel Hayes


