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Preface

| got saved when | was a child. | grew up in grace churches most of my life. | fell
away. | was gone for about 20 years. Toward the end of that period, | struggled with
depression and alcohol. | hit rock bottom. | remember sitting in a jail cell for a DUI, and
| knew | needed to give my life back to the Lord. | came crawling back to the Lord by
attending Fellowship Bible Church again. | showed up late. Left early. Didn’t talk to
anyone for weeks, because | was so ashamed of my failures. When I finally opened-up
to them, one of the first principles Pastor Dave Siegmann and the people of that
church taught me was that | may have left the Lord, but He never left me.

When you learn something like that, how can you not marvel at His grace? | can
personally attest to the fact that His grace utterly transformed my life, and His grace
can utterly transform your life, as well, and the lives of everyone you know. There is no
pit so deep that God’s grace is not deeper still. There is no low point in our lives that’s
ever too low to put us beyond the reach of God’s grace. There’s no sin too great, no
valley too low, no pain too strong, no depression too dark, that can’t be set aright by
God’s Word, by His Spirit, by His peace, His love, and His abounding grace.

| still remember when things were bad. | knew a man at the office who
committed suicide. Nigel. | knew another girl at the office who went missing. Kristine.
She still hasn’t been found. | befriended a bartender. Jennifer. She had a young son.
We were about to go on a date, but | never got that chance because her ex beat her so
badly she had to go through therapy to learn how to walk again. | still wanted to see
her. I'll never forget her text telling me she didn’t want me to see her like that.

By this point, | was drinking a bottle of Scotch a night. | remember sitting in a
bar, the bar where Jennifer used to work. Alone. Depressed. Getting hammered. And |
still remember screaming in my mind at the Lord, “Why don’t you come back now?
How evil does this world have to get before you come back? All these people are just
beyond the pale. What are you waiting for?” But, now, | don’t think that way anymore.
The question is no longer, “Lord, why don’t you come back?” The question is, “Lord,
how deep is your grace?” How can a man put into words how astounding it is that God
is still freely offering His overwhelming grace to the lost in this evil world?

The world doesn’t depress me anymore. I've grown to realize that the darker
the world becomes, the brighter His grace shines. Every new day the Lord prolongs His



inevitable return for His church, is a day worth celebrating and praising Him for His
rich, generous, unfathomable, and over-abounding grace.

God is the God of all grace (1 Pet. 5:10). We are called by His grace into His
grace (Gal. 1:6,15). We are saved by His grace (Eph. 2:5-9). We are empowered by His
grace (2 Cor. 12:9). His grace is a gift (Eph. 3:7-8; 4:7). His grace abounds in us (2 Cor.
9:8). His grace in us is exceeding (2 Cor. 9:14). His grace reigns today (Rom. 5:21). His
grace transcends every sin (Rom. 5:20). We don’t live under the law; we live under His
grace (Rom. 6:14). His grace is His divine influence upon our hearts (Rom. 16:24). By
His grace, we are all that we are in Christ (1 Cor. 15:10). The name of our Lord Jesus
Christ may be glorified in us according to His grace (2 Thess. 1:12). We have good hope
through His grace (2 Thess. 2:16). And we may be strong in His grace (2 Tim. 2:1). His
grace is a complete victory program. In Christ, the Son of God, we may find rest, hope,
and eternal victory. In Him, we may have full joy, full peace, and full victory, and we
may rejoice as Paul rejoiced: “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory? ...thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 15:55-57). His grace utterly reigns. His grace is supreme today. Blessed be the
Lord forever, for His grace has transcended a world of sin!

This book is about the journey to a healthy, spiritual walk in your life, which
begins by understanding, first and foremost, what God has made you in Christ. | can’t
even begin to express the endless joy all these precious truths brings to one’s soul. |
pray these truths will be of as much joy to you as it is to me.

Pastor Joel Hayes
June, 2020



CHAPTER 1

A Thorough Look at the Goopiel

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment.”
(Hebrews 9:27)

If God were to ask you, “why should | let you into Heaven?” what would be
your answer? Could you respond to God with any certainty? Upon what are you relying
as a hope for your eternal destiny? The writer of Hebrews reminds us of the
unalterable decree of God concerning all of mankind - we must all die and we must all
be judged. We were all made from dust and unto dust shall we all return followed by
His judgment (Gen. 3:19). There is no transmigration from body-to-body. There is no
second chance. There is no stairway to Heaven out of a non-existent purgatory. There
is only death and judgment to come to determine the eternal destiny of our souls.

Did you know that the Bible also tells us that no unrighteous person can enter
Heaven or inherit the kingdom of God (I Cor. 6:9-10)? Not only that, God tells us in no
uncertain terms that upon this Earth “there is none righteous, no not one” (Rom. 3:10).
There is not one human being that is righteous enough to enter Heaven.

What is righteousness? Righteousness is the rightness of God, the rightness of
all His ways, the moral perfection and correctness in all that He thinks and does. So
what’s the difference between righteousness and holiness? Consider Deut. 32:4, which
tells us that God “is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God
of truth and without iniquity (holiness), just and right is he (righteousness).” God’s
holiness is the purity of His nature being free from all sin and iniquity whereas His
righteousness is the rightness with which He acts. Anything unrighteous is anything
that has gone against His will, gone against the moral rightness of His ways, or done
anything that falls short of His perfect holiness, which is His crowning glory.

What makes a person unrighteous? Sin. We are all unrighteous in the eyes of
God because we are all sinners. Sin erects a barrier between us and our holy Creator.
Sin alienates us from fellowship with Him. Sin causes us to be separated from His life.
Sin is the reason why we need redemption, why we need to be reconciled to God



before we die, why there must be in the eyes of God a sacrificial atonement made for
all our sins, because there are eternal consequences for sinning against our Creator.

“And | saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them. And | saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book
of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it;
and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man according to their
works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
(Revelation 20:11-15)

For me, Revelation 20 contains some of the most terrifying verses in all the
Bible. All those souls described in these passages have been declared guilty by God for
rejecting Him. They will be judged “according to their works” to determine their
degrees of punishment for all eternity. All those in the Lake of Fire will “be tormented
day and night for ever and ever.” Of course, there are many who make a lot of false
claims to make these verses somehow go away. “Come on, brother Joel. No one can
understand the book of Revelation.” The problem isn’t that people can’t understand it.
The problem is that they won'’t believe it. Make no mistake — if God says He’s going to
sit upon a Great White Throne and judge the dead, then He’s going to sit upon a Great
White Throne and judge the dead. So the question becomes, “How will you measure
up in judgment before a righteous and holy God?” Are you written in the Book of Life
or will you be cast into the Lake of Fire to be tormented for all eternity?

The Lake of Fire is different than Hell, which is not where the unsaved wind up
for all eternity. In the Bible, Hell is simply an intermediate holding place in Sheol or
Hades, which is a pit deep inside the earth (Luke 16:19-31) where unsaved souls await
final judgment at the Great White Throne after a thousand-year reign of Christ on
Earth (Rev. 20:5). When they are judged, Rev. 20:14-15 tells us that death, Hell, and all
the unsaved souls will be cast into the Lake of Fire. By comparing Scripture with
Scripture, we know that the Lake of Fire is a place of eternal anguish (2 Thess. 1:8-9).
We know it’s a place where souls shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb, that the smoke of their
torment shall ascend up forever and ever, and they’ll have no rest day or night (Rev.
14:9-11). We know it’s a place of outer darkness (Matt. 8:12). We know it’s a place
where the fire is not quenched and the worm dieth not (Mark 9:43-48). We know it’s



the place prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41). We know that Hell will be
cast into it (Rev. 20:14). We know that those who shall be cast into it will lose neither
consciousness nor memory (Luke 16:19-31). And we also know that in the Lake of Fire
there will be no holiness, no righteousness, no goodness, no love, no light, no peace,
no joy, and no hope - only agony and misery and suffering forever and ever.

WHAT IS SIN?

Sin, as defined in my all-time favorite dictionary, Webster’s 1828, is “The
voluntary departure of a moral agent from a known rule of rectitude or duty,
prescribed by God; any voluntary transgression of the divine law, or violation of a
divine command; a wicked act; iniquity.”* Simply put, sin is when we disobey God. Sin
is not just a wrong we commit against ourselves or against others but a wrong
committed against the holy and righteous God who created us. King David, who was
guilty of adultery and murder, wrote in Psa. 41:4, “for | have sinned against thee.”

When we sin, we miss the mark of His holiness whether by choice or by
ignorance. We transgress against God. We do wrong. We go astray from His holy will,
which makes us unrighteous in His eyes. Paul said in Rom. 14:23 that “whatsoever is
not of faith is sin.” Anything that is not done in our lives in service to our Creator
through faith in His Word and His expressed will for our lives, is sin. As the writer of
Hebrews points out, “without faith, it is impossible to please Him” (Heb. 11:6).

The world looks at death as a natural part of aging. To them, the body gets old,
deteriorates, and eventually gives out and dies. But God gives us insight into death we
cannot see with our eyes, which we must accept by faith. Sin is the reason we die. “The
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). The wages, the consequence, of sin is the death of
the body and the soul (Gen. 2:17; Eze. 18:4; Rev. 20:14). How does that work exactly?

James wrote, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death” (Jam. 1:14-15). He’s saying that when temptation has
been allowed to spark the lust of our corrupt flesh, that lust soon progresses into
consent by the soul, which brings forth sin in our behavior. The end result is death.
Paul tells us in Rom. 6:19 that because of the infirmity of our flesh, we yielded our
bodies to be “servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity.” When our souls
choose to indulge our corrupted flesh, we sin, which brings about the death of our
bodies plus the judgment of a spiritual death by God, called the second death (Rev.
20:14), which is the ultimate consequence of sin, an eternal separation from God in a
Lake of Fire, unless the consequence for all of our sins has been satisfied by an act of
atonement, which only the Lord’s sacrifice on the cross can resolve for us.

The Lord said twice in Ezekiel 18, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Sin is the
act of the soul carried out by the body, which is the instrument of our
unrighteousness. Micah 6:7 has an interesting expression: “the fruit of my body for the

1 Webster, Noah, definition of sin, Webster’s 1828, http://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/sin.
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sin of my soul.” The body dies because the soul sins, and the eternal punishment for
being alienated from God by our sins and rejecting the remedy of the cross is
“Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil” (Rom. 2:9). The soul
that sins is considered dead in the eyes of God because we’re separated from His life,
and our souls will reap the eternal reality of that separation, an eternal separation
from God, unless that soul is made alive in Christ before the body dies.

| know there are some who question the idea of sin or the idea that they have
ever sinned. The Apostle John said in Rev. 21:8 that “all liars shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Have you ever
lied? We all have. We are all sinners. We have all gone astray. We all need redemption,
because our sins separated us from a relationship with our holy Creator.

HOW CAN A LOVING GOD PUNISH A SOUL FOREVER?

For many, it can seem harsh that a soul will suffer forever. If we ever find
ourselves thinking that God’s eternal punishment somehow seems wrong or extreme,
we have to remind ourselves that the problem is not with God. The problem is with us
not understanding His righteousness and His holiness. God does not need to change
the way He judges unbelievers to conform to our limited points of view, but rather, we
need to come around to His perfectly righteous and holy point of view. By telling
ourselves that He’s being unfair, all we’re doing is perverting His holy, righteous
standards to meet us in the middle, and God is not going to do that. He is not going to
come to us on our terms. We must come to Him on His terms. He is the Creator of
Heaven and Earth. Everything is His. “Behold, all souls are mine,” as He declared in
Ezek. 18:4. God has every right to make the rules, and we know His rules are sprung
from His perfect, holy, righteous, divine nature. “Shall not the judge of this earth do
right?” (Gen. 18:25). Yes, He will — always and without exception.

Here’s an interesting story:

“In the year that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one
had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And
one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the
LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the
posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried,
and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is
me! for | am undone; because | am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. Then
flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in



his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the
altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away,
and thy sin purged.”

(Isaiah 6:1-7)

In a vision, Isaiah found himself catapulted into the presence of the Lord in
Heaven. One might think that Isaiah would have immediately expressed exhilarating
joy and gladness to be in the presence of the Lord God of Israel. But he didn’t. Fear
swept over him. He said, “Woe is me! for | am undone; because | am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the
King, the LORD of hosts.” An angel had to bring a live coal® to purge him from sin so He
could survive standing in the presence of the Lord. God’s holiness is so pure, so
brilliant, so powerful, that no sin, no corruption, nothing unclean or unrighteous, can
ever stand in His glorified presence because that unclean person shall surely die (Ex.
33:20). Thus, no unrighteous person can ever enter the Kingdom of God. Paul tells us,
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. 6:9-10)

Did you notice that God’s holiness is so magnificent that even the Seraphims,
that elite class of angels in Heaven, had to cover their faces in His presence? Also, in
verse 3 of Isaiah 6, the Seraphims are crying out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,
the whole earth is full of His glory.” There’s a similar passage in Rev. 4:8 in which “The
four beasts rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which
was, and is, and is to come.” Do you ever read in Scripture about heavenly beings
singing three times repeatedly about any other attribute of God? Where do we read of
angels crying out “Eternal, eternal, eternal, is the Lord God Almighty;” or, “Merciful,
merciful, merciful is the Lord God of Hosts?” Never. They always sing of His holiness,
because that is the pre-eminent, crowning attribute of His divine nature.

This is why we are all sinners. “For all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God” (Rom. 3:23). We've fallen short of His crowning glory, which is His holiness.

The holiness of God is the core of who He is, being free from all iniquity and sin.
His holiness is what makes all His words true and all His actions and judgments
perfectly righteous. He has the power to do anything He wants, but His power is
subservient to His will, which is holy. His holiness is His glory, as His grace is His riches.
His holiness is His crown, as His truth is His treasure. His holiness is the glorious

2 Why a live coal? F.W. Grant, in his book, “Atonement in Type, Prophecy, and Accomplishment” had an
interesting solution. He wrote, “The answer is most easy and most precious. It is a coal from off the altar
which the seraph applies. It is a coal which has been consuming the sacrifice for sin: the type of a
holiness which, while it remains of necessity ever the same, has found its complete satisfaction in that
which has put away sin for every sinner convicted and confessed. Righteousness, because it is that, can
only for such proclaim that ‘thine iniquity is taken away, thy sin is purged.”
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capstone of His divine nature. He loves all truth and goodness and hates all sin and
evil. “The righteous Lord loveth righteousness” (Psa. 11:7) and “hath no pleasure in
wickedness” (Psa. 5:4). Holiness is God’s perfect, pure, undiluted freedom from all
uncleanness, iniquity, or evil. Holiness is the glorious integrity of His divine nature,
whereby God delights in righteousness and truth and everything that is in perfect
alignment to His holy will. It is in, | believe, a study of His holiness where you find the
answer to the question, “How can a loving God punish a soul forever?”

Psa. 145:17 says, “The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his
works.” Deut. 32:4 calls Him “A God of truth, and without iniquity.” Twice in Revelation
He is called “holy and true.” James 1:13 tells us “God cannot be tempted with evil.” Job
34:10,12 says, “Far be it from God that he should do wickedness, and from the
Almighty, that he should commit iniquity... Yea surely God will not do wickedly, neither
will the Almighty pervert judgment.” Paul asks the question in Rom. 9:14, “Is there
unrighteousness with God?” What’s his answer? “God forbid.” Tit. 1:2 tells us about
the “hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”

In 2 Chron. 20:21, the Israelites “appointed singers unto the LORD that should
praise the beauty of holiness.” His beauty is a holy beauty. His justice is a holy justice.
His wisdom is a holy wisdom. His love is a holy love. His power is a holy power (Psa.
98:1). His promises are holy promises (Psa. 105:42). “Holy and true” go hand-in-hand
(Rev. 6:10). His name, which signifies all His attributes, is a holy name (Psa. 103:1). His
holiness is the guide to all His actions and the source of all His punishments. Since God
cannot but know what is always right, so He cannot but do what is always right.

The infinite anger and hatred of God the Father against sin is as infinite as His
love and grace toward all of us sinners, especially those who place their faith in His
Son. God, indeed, may be reconciled to the sinner but never to the sin. How can He
love sin that is contrary to His nature without hating His own nature that is contrary to
sin? How can He be as holy as He proclaims and yet allow people to get away with
doing wrong? God cannot excuse sin without denying Himself. The anger of God is
irreconcilable against sin, and the holiness of God will right all the wrongs done in this
world. In the end, He will put the greatest distance between Himself and the
unregenerate, unrighteous souls who rejected His Son and His free gift of salvation.

God hated sin so much and He loved us so much, that when the sins of the
world were imputed? to His Son on the cross, He literally brought a hell upon His own
being (Psa. 22). If God refused to spare His Son when He made the ultimate sacrifice
for all our sins on the cross, why should He spare us the eternal consequence of
rejecting Him? If God could have hated sin without punishing sin, then His Son would
have never had to suffer and die on a cross. God cannot but be holy, and He cannot
but be just, because to be unjust in His judgments with respect to sin is to be unholy.

3 What is imputation? It’s the charging or crediting of something to one’s account. Just as the sins of the
world were imputed to Christ when He died on the cross on our behalf, so too, His righteousness is
imputed to us when we place our faith in Him (Romans 4:11-24).



Rom. 1:18-32 teaches that every man knows God exists, but they hold the truth
in their state of unrighteousness. They possess the truth within themselves. They
know, intimately within themselves, that God exists. Not only do they know that God
exists, but they also know about His eternal power and Godhead (Rom. 1:20) and they
suppress that truth within themselves so they may keep on living in their state of
unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18). These truths about God’s existence and His power and
Godhead is manifest within every human being (Rom. 1:19). How is that possible? How
is it that unregenerate man could know about God’s existence as well as His eternal
power and Godhead? Because God has shown it unto them (Rom. 1:19), which is why
everyone is without excuse before the eyes of God and subject to His wrath for their
state of unrighteousness (Rom. 1:32). They are each one accountable to God for the
things God Himself has revealed to them. Paul said that “the invisible things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Rom.
1:20). Fascinating to me that the witness of creation appeals to man’s spirituality and
reason. We know instinctively that all motion has a beginning, that there is no effect
without a cause, and that order does not spring from chaos or chance. Every life is
born. Every life dies. So from whence came our beginning? We all instinctively know:
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Gen 1:1).

The witness of creation moves us to not only acknowledge the existence of God
and His power and His deity but we know that we must also worship our brilliant, all-
powerful Creator (Rom. 1:21). But most won’t. Men know within themselves more
truth than they’re willing to accept and to properly respond to that truth. They hold
down that truth within themselves. They suppress that truth. They imprison that truth
within their hearts to rationalize their decision to carry on in their state of
unrighteousness without properly worshipping their one, true Creator. They willfully
ignore the truth so they can continue fulfilling the lusts of their flesh. As a result, God
gave them up (vs. 24,26) and gave them over (vs. 28) to their degeneracy.

Who could blame a doctor for letting a patient go who rejected his counsel, who
refused to accept his diagnosis and prescription to cure his illness and who by his own
free will chose to go his way to his own self-destruction? No one would blame that
doctor. No one would say he’s responsible for his death. How can a doctor force a
patient to accept the cure? The true cause of the patient’s death was his rejection of
the cure by his own self-willed obstinacy. Thus, who could blame God, who allowed
mankind in his free will to go his way to his own self-destruction, who made a cure
available through the sacrifice of His Son, who now offers that cure as a free gift, and
never denies His grace and salvation to anyone who accepts His gift by faith?*

4 Although | wanted to write these thoughts out in my own words, many thanks to the thought itself,
which | believe | first heard from William R. Newell in his fantastic Romans Verse-by-Verse commentary,
in which he wrote on page 59, “It is no kindness, but a terrible wrong, to hide from a criminal the
sentence that must surely overtake him unless pardoned; for a physician to conceal from a patient a
cancer that will destroy him unless quickly removed; for one acquainted with the hidden pitfalls of a
path he beholds someone taking, not to warn him of his danger!”
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It was God who created everything. It was God who created you in His image
and in His likeness. It was God who gave you a free will and gave you the freedom to
love Him or reject Him. It was God's breath that gave you an eternal soul. It was God
who also gave you a spirit so that you may have God consciousness. It was by God's
grace and love that He gave us this magnificent, abundant Earth and universe. It was
God who sought man out after he sinned against Him in the garden. It was God who
gave us His Word, which is the truth. It was God who revealed Himself to us through
His Word. It was God in the prophets, in the person of Jesus Christ, and in the apostles
who warned us about our sin condition and judgment to come. It was God who
revealed to us His standard of righteousness for us to enter Heaven. It was God who
loved us enough to send His Son into the world to make the ultimate sacrifice for all of
our sins on the cross of Calvary. It is God who still reaches out to all of us even now to
be reconciled to Him by His grace through our faith in His Son's shed blood.

When we consider all that He has done, that we all owe everything to God, and
we consider the idea of rejecting Him knowingly and rejecting His free gift, then we
reject His Son. We reject the magnitude of what He did to save us from ourselves, and
we, therefore, reject almighty God Himself. It is absolutely a righteous judgment for
that eternal soul to receive an eternal consequence for rejecting our eternal Creator.

How can God in all His holiness absolve us of our eternal consequence for sin
and allow us into Heaven if we reject Him and the atonement He made for our sins,
which He now offers as a free gift? Our eternal souls have to go somewhere and there
is a consequence for every sin. Why should God give us a happy place to go if we reject
Him? We all too often minimize the sheer gravity of rejecting our eternal Creator. By
the magnitude of that decision to reject our Creator and the salvation He offers us
through the death of His Son, how can the punishment of eternal separation from God
be anything but just? Our entrance into Heaven does not come by our doing imperfect
works but by our acceptance of His Son’s perfect work on the cross on our behalf. To
be in the presence of God Himself for all eternity, we must have perfect righteousness,
as perfect as the righteousness of His Son, Jesus Christ, which we can never attain on
our own through good works. We must turn to Christ at Calvary in faith. We must
place our faith in the Son of God and in His death, burial, and resurrection as a sacrifice
for all our sins. Then God freely gives us that righteousness by His amazing grace.

THE GIFT OF GOD

How will you measure up in judgment before a perfectly righteous and holy
God? Upon what are you relying to find acceptance with God? Is it your own merit?
Paul wrote that salvation is “not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:9). As
C.R. Stam would often say on his Bible Time radio programs, “Thank God there won’t
be any boasters in Heaven.”> And sometimes he’d add humorously, “There are enough

5Stam, C.R., as heard in “Bible Time Radio Broadcast,” Berean Bible Society,
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of them on earth and nobody likes them.”® We can praise the Lord that there will not
be one soul in Heaven saying, “I got here because | lived a really good life.”

The good news is that God loves you beyond all comprehension. God is “rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us” (Eph. 2:4). Salvation is “a gift of God”
(Eph. 2:8). God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all” (I Tim. 2:4-6).

A mediator is one who stands between two parties at odds and represents
both sides. The Lord Jesus Christ took the step to make reconciliation with God
possible by making the ultimate atonement for all our sins on the cross at Calvary
through His death, burial, and resurrection. He is not just God the Father’s
representative to us, but He is our representative to God the Father. Because of His
great love wherewith He loved us, the Lord Jesus took upon Himself our consequence
of sin that brought about our separation from God and our inability to enter into a
relationship with Him, because no amount of good works can help us achieve that
necessary perfect righteousness we need to have an eternal life with God.

If man cannot himself rise on his own to God to achieve that level of
righteousness necessary for eternal life, then God has proven by His love and His grace
that He was more than willing to come down to man, to the very level of his guilt and
judgment for sin and take on that punishment for us. The Lord Jesus Christ made the
ultimate sacrifice for all our sins on the cross at Calvary through His death, burial, and
resurrection. He died your death and He died my death on that glorious cross. To be
saved, you must accept the gift of His sacrifice for your sins by placing your faith in Him
and trusting in what He accomplished for you at Calvary.

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God; To declare, | say, at this
time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”

(Romans 3:23-26)

“Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.” First,
what is faith, exactly? Faith is the most precious treasure a person can possess. “Now
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1).
This verse isn’t simply a definition of faith. This verse is also a declaration of the power
of faith that not only saves souls but also completely transforms lives, which is why

6 Stam, C.R., “Are You Sure?”, Berean Bible Society, https://www.bereanbiblesociety.org/are-you-sure/
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Hebrews 11:1 is followed by a marvelous list of great accomplishments of faith by
God'’s saints of old, and also why this chapter is often called the “Faith Hall of Fame.”

We learn in Hebrews 11 that by faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain. By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death. By faith
Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his household. By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into
a place he should receive for an inheritance, obeyed, and he went out, not knowing
whither he went. By faith Sara received strength to conceive and was delivered a child
when she was past age. By faith Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than all
the treasures of Egypt. By faith the Jews passed through the Red Sea as by dry land
and the Egyptians drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell. By faith the harlot Rahab
perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.
By faith, we have Samson, David, Samuel, the prophets, and so many more, who
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakness were made strong, and waxed valiant in fight.

This is a living faith in a living God. This is taking God at His word. This is
believing what God says because God Himself said it. This is committing our souls to
the Word of the One who cannot lie. This is doing what Abel did when he offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. This is doing what Abraham did when he
believed God and was counted righteous. This is doing what Moses did when he
esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt. This is
doing what the patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles, the saints in all ages have done,
when they rested their souls for time and eternity upon the Word of God, which is
settled forever in heaven (Psa. 119:89), and they all lived in peace and died in hope of a
glorious eternity with God. A living faith in a living God is resting calmly on His holy
Word and proving to all the divine and sustaining peace by abiding in His promises,
which has never failed anyone who trusted in them and never will. This is the secret
victory at all times under all circumstances. This is what fills the heart with praise and
thanksgiving. This is the resting-place of faith in all ages in God's eternal Word, settled
forever in Heaven, which He has magnified above all His name, and which stands tall in
its own divine dignity and sufficiency before the eyes of faith.

Faith is our assent to the hope God provides us in His Word, resting on His
authority without any visual evidence, because “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). We do not simply hope for something we cannot
see, but we're so firmly settled in our acceptance of hope in God’s promises that we
possess in our souls a conviction called faith. In the presence and power of His
promises, we now live and die according to our hope through the conviction of faith,
which makes real to our souls all those spiritual promises we have from God in His
preserved Word. Faith settles in our minds and hearts forever the reality of a future



glory with God we cannot see and we can only learn in His Word. Faith is taking God at
His Word knowing the integrity of the One in whom we’ve trusted (2 Tim. 1:12). We
stagger not in unbelief being fully persuaded that God will deliver the eternal life He
has promised us (Rom. 4:20-21). Then we rest in His truth (2 Thess. 2:16).

As a result of our faith today in Christ’s shed blood, we receive the
righteousness of God by the “faith of Christ” (Rom. 3:22, Gal. 2:16, 2:20, 3:22, Eph.
3:12), which speaks to the integrity proven in His own faithfulness and His
trustworthiness to carry out every promise He’s made to us. As Christ faithfully obeyed
the will of the Father all the way to His death on the cross, so too, He will faithfully
carry out every promise made to all those who place their faith in Him.

As Paul said of Israel in Rom. 3:3, shall their unbelief make the faith of God
without effect, so too, we can look at 2 Tim. 2:13, and ask the same question, shall our
unbelief make the faith of Christ without effect? And the answer to both of those
qguestions is God forbid. God Himself would forbid such a thought. As Jesus trusted by
faith in God the Father throughout not only His earthly ministry but also throughout
the entire existence of creation, so too, we trust in Him by faith throughout our earthly
ministries. As David sang praises of His faithfulness to Israel (Psa. 89), so too, we may
sing praises of His faithfulness to us. Not only that, but Eph. 3:12 tells us that “we have
boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.” As Paul found boldness and
access to the Father with confidence by the faith of Christ, so too, we may find equal
boldness and confidence in His faithfulness to us. We need not feel assurance in our
salvation by the consistency of our own faithfulness over the course of our lives but we
can feel boldness in our eternal life by the sureness of His faithfulness, being fully
persuaded that everything the Lord promised us, He is more than able to perform it.
“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24).

BELIEF IN JESUS

Second, notice how Paul says in Rom. 3:26 that through Christ’s atonement on
our behalf on the cross puts God the Father in a position to “be just and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus.” Paul also wrote in 1 Tim. 1:16, “Howbeit for this cause |
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” In Eph. 1:13,
Paul wrote, “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel

of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy
Spirit of promise...” Salvation isn’t simply accepting the death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ as a payment for all of our sins. We are also accepting by faith who Christ is as
the Son of God. We are believing on Him. We are trusting in Him personally.

Consider that Rom. 4:5 tells us, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Who justifies the

ungodly? God the Father. We are not merely trusting in the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ as a payment for our sins, but we are also believing in who He is



as the Son of God, and we are also believing in God the Father and trusting in the fact
that He alone justifies us according to our faith in who His Son is and what He's
accomplished for us at Calvary. This is our acceptance of the entire gospel.

The only door through which we may pass out of our poor sinful condition
worthy of judgment into a state of perfect peace with God is by believing the
testimony He has given us about His Son, by placing our faith in God's assurance that
all of our sins are blotted out by the blood, and that our sins have been perfectly
judged at the cross of Christ. “The righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
[is given] unto all and upon all them that believe” (Rom. 3:22). “Whosoever believeth
on him shall not be ashamed” (Rom. 9:33; 10:11). The value is not so much in our faith,
although faith is essential to get saved, but the value is placed upon the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself. Believing is simply the answer to, what is in the sight of God, the
immeasurable worth of His Son and His sacrifice on our behalf. By accepting those
truths, by believing in His Son, and trusting in His payment for all our sins, God the
Father saves our souls and gives us eternal life by declaring us righteous.

PAYMENT FOR SIN

Third, Paul tells us in Rom. 3:25 that we are declared righteous by God through
the redemption that’s in Christ Jesus because God sent His Son into the world to be a
propitiation for all our sins, which is a full and satisfying payment. What does Paul
mean by payment? | know some are tempted to think of a payment in secular
accounting terms, in the sense that we had a debt to God paid by another, which must
mean that salvation is just a matter of imputed righteousness because our sins are
already paid for and already forgiven, because a debt paid is a debt forgiven, which
must mean that sinners are going to hell with their sins forgiven.

Let me ask a question. What does it mean to forgive a debt? To forgive a debt
means that that debt has not been paid. To forgive a debt means that you’ve written
off the money you’ve loaned out and you’ve released the debtor from paying back that
loan. How can you forgive something that’s been paid off? There’s nothing to forgive.
The debt has been paid and you’ve been fully remunerated for what was loaned out.
When it comes to our salvation, we need to put aside this notion of accounting,
because paying off a debt has nothing to do with forgiveness of sins and has no
application whatsoever to the cross. If you want irrefutable proof that sins are not
forgiven before one gets saved, look no further than Acts 26:15-18. Paul recounts the
words of the Lord spoken to him on the road to Damascus. “And | said, Who art thou,
Lord? And he said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy
feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which |
will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto
whom now | send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and




inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”

The simplicity of Christ is on display here. God made His salvation simple. He
made forgiveness simple. Our sins are not forgiven until we come to Christ by faith.
The whole point of this verse is that God sent Paul unto the Gentiles so that they may
receive forgiveness of sins. Why does the Lord say may receive? Because forgiveness of
sins was conditional. Forgiveness of sins is only given to us after we place our faith
upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His all-sufficient work on the cross. “No-no, brother
Joel, forgiveness of sins is not a completed act until you’ve accepted the fact that your
sins have been forgiven.” That’s not what the verse says. This verse does not say that
the Gentiles may acknowledge that their sins have already been forgiven in order to
receive righteousness. This verse says that they may receive the forgiveness of sins
itself. We have to build our theology on what the Scriptures say and not what we feel
the verses imply. This verse is made simple for all of us that God sent Paul to the
Gentiles so they may receive forgiveness of sins. It means that before they were saved,
their sins were not forgiven, and after they were saved, their sins were forgiven.

When it comes to Calvary, I'd suggest that we shouldn’t even be talking about
accounting principles. The question we should all be asking is, “How does the Bible
define payment for sin?” Let’s first define “payment.” There are two ways of viewing
the word “payment.” One way is the exchange of money. You’re paying for something.
Or you're paying off something. But there’s another way of viewing payment and that
is to take on the consequence for something. To take on the penalty of something.
Such as, “l worked out for 2 hours yesterday, and today, I'm really paying for it.” When
| say “Christ paid for our sins,” I’'m not saying that we had a debt to God that was paid
by Christ. I’'m saying that Christ paid the penalty for all our sins. I’'m saying that Christ
took on the punishment for our sins. Christ took on the consequence of our sins.

Before we got saved and we were sinning, we were not racking up a mighty
debt to God for all our sins that needs to be paid off. We were only racking up an
eternal consequence to ourselves for each and every sin, by which we are treasuring
up unto ourselves wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God (Rom. 2:5). Sin has nothing to do with a debt to God that has to be
paid off. Sin has everything to do with an eternal consequence for disobeying an
eternal God, which is an eternal penalty that can never be paid off in the Lake of Fire.

Christ suffered for roughly 6 hours on the cross, and in those 6 hours, He paid
for all the sins of all mankind for all time. Surely, if Christ could pay for the sins of the
world in 6 hours, then an unbeliever need only spend a few minutes in the Lake of Fire
to pay back to God every debt of sin He owed Him, wouldn’t he? This is not about
accounting. This is not about a debt. This is about an eternal consequence for those
sins. When Paul says that Christ was a propitiation for our sins, which is a fully and
satisfying payment, he’s not saying that we had a debt to God for our sins paid for by
Christ. He’s saying that Christ took on the penalty for our sins on that cross. He took on
the punishment for our sins. He took on the consequence of our sins. In those 6 hours,
God the Father deemed the unbearable travailing of His Son’s soul on that cross (lsa.



53:11) as a sufficient atonement for the consequence of all our sins such that we need
only come to Him by faith to have His atonement imputed to us (Rom. 5:11).

The sin of the soul carried out by the body brings death and separation from
God, even an eternal separation from God, called the second death, unless an
atonement (or recompense) has been made to cover each consequence of death-by-
sin. This may only be accomplished through the shedding of innocent blood. Heb. 9:22
tells us this: “without shedding of blood is no remission.” Why the shedding of blood?
Because “the life of the flesh is in the blood... for it is the blood that maketh an
atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:11). At the heart of the sacrificial system was a life for
a sin to atone for the consequence of death-by-sin. Each sin brings the consequence of
death and so a life had to be offered to atone for every single sin. Sinners need a
substitutionary atonement by the shedding of innocent blood because the life of the
flesh is found in the blood. One cannot atone for death with something that has no life.
Only the life of the blood within the innocent flesh of another can atone for each
consequence of death-by-sin. So God appointed the sprinkling (or the pouring-out) of
the blood-life of a spotless lamb upon an altar to signify that that innocent life, as a
sacrifice, was offered to God in place of that person's sin, as a ransom (or a counter-
payment) for that sin, all of which was a type and a shadow of the future ransom, the
future propitiation, for all sin by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:6). The
sacrificial system of the Old Testament illustrates so vividly the gravity of sinning
against a righteous and holy God, because sin truly is a matter of life and death.

I'd suggest there are three key words for the Biblical definition of payment for
sin. Sacrifice. Offering. And faith. For example, in Heb. 11:4, we find “By faith Abel
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness
that he was righteous...” That sacrifice was the payment for sin. This wasn’t about a
debt to God. This was about an atonement for that consequence of sin, which was
always death, which is why an innocent life had to die, because the consequence for
each and every sin is death. Just because a sacrifice was carried out perfectly, that
didn’t mean that the payment was automatically accepted. How was that payment
given to God? Always as an offering, which God would only accept by faith. Remember
what the writer of Hebrews told us. “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain...” If you carried out that sacrifice perfectly but that sacrifice was
not offered to God in faith, God would not accept that payment for sin, which meant
that that sacrifice did not cover your sin, which meant that that act of atonement
would not be imputed to you, which meant that that sin was not forgiven, and that
soul would bear the iniquity of God’s judgment for that sin (Lev. 7:18).

If you were offering sacrifices without faith, you were wasting everyone’s time.
You were just needlessly slaughtering animals, because God would never accept that
atonement for that sin without faith. Although sacrifices were voluminously made on
Israel’s behalf, their sins were often not forgiven because they had no faith, as
exemplified in Amos 5. In fact, consider Amos 5:21-27 in which the Lord told Israel, “/
hate, | despise your feast days, and | will not smell in your solemn assemblies. Though



ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, | will not accept them: neither will
I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the noise of
thy songs; for | will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let judgment run down as
waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream. Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and
offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel? But ye have borne the
tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your god, which ye made
to yourselves. Therefore will | cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith
the LORD, whose name is The God of hosts.” The Lord wasn’t having anything to do
with any of their sacrifices at all because they had no faith. He said in vs. 22, “Though
ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, | will not accept them: neither will
I regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts.” Remember the three key words for
payment of sin. Sacrifice, offering, and faith. Israel was only fulfilling 2 of those 3
requirements. They were doing the sacrifices and offerings, but they had no faith, and
because of their lack of faith, in God’s eyes, it’s as if they never made a sacrifice at all.
If God rejects your sacrifices, then that soul shall bear his iniquity (Lev. 7:18).

Remember what Jehoshaphat told the judges of Judah. They were to obey the
law in the fear of the Lord faithfully and with a perfect heart (2 Chron. 19:9).
Remember what David said in Psa. 31, that the Lord God of Israel only preserveth the
faithful (Psa. 31:23), and remember how Moses said that God will hide His face from
His children in whom there is no faith (Deut. 32:20).

Israel’s sin coverings were not coverings at all without faith, and without sin
coverings, their sins exposed them to God’s righteous judgment here on the Earth,
which meant that He was imputing their trespasses unto them. The three key words in
the Biblical definition of payment for sin is sacrifice, offering, and faith. The sacrifice
was the payment for sin. It was payment in the sense of an atonement for the
consequence of sin, which was death. And how was that sacrificial payment for sin
given to God? Always as an offering. Just because a sacrifice had been accomplished,
that didn’t mean the payment had been accepted and their sins were forgiven. That
atonement for the consequence of sin was always given to God as an offering and their
offering was only accepted individually according to their faith. If they didn’t have
faith, in God’s eyes, it was as if a sacrifice had never been made at all and they were
still guilty and deserving of judgment, the imputation of their sins, here on the Earth.
Sacrifice, offering, and faith have always gone together as an atonement for the
consequence of sin, and the entire sacrificial system was a type of the future sacrifice
of the Lord Jesus Christ, which was reinforced by the Apostle Paul himself.

In Eph. 5:2, | believe we get the Pauline definition of payment for sin. He writes,
“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” Notice here that the Lord Jesus
Christ wasn’t just a sacrifice. He was a sacrifice and an offering. Not only that, He
wasn’t just a sacrifice and an offering, but He was a sacrifice and an offering for us. He
is the sacrifice for us. He is the offering for us. God the Father deemed the Lord’s
sacrifice as an acceptable covering for all the sins of the world, but that payment for



the consequence of all your sins will not be imputed to your soul until you come to
Christ by faith. If you don’t come to Christ by faith, you don’t have His atonement to
cover all your sins and you will pay the eternal consequence for each and every sin.

Payment for sin does not mean that our debt to God has already been paid by
Christ. A payment for sin only means that a sacrifice for sin has been offered, which is
accepted only on an individual basis according to one’s faith. A sacrifice is an offering
that will cover your sins only if you come to God by faith. The payment for all of your
sins through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ will not be imputed to you until
God the Father accepts Christ’s offering on your behalf after you come to Him by faith.
People do not go to the Lake of Fire for all eternity with their sins fully paid for and
fully forgiven by God, because, like the sacrificial system in the Old Testament, the
Lord’s sacrifice will not cover our sins unless we have faith, but His covering for all your
sins can be yours. The acceptable sacrifice, or propitiation, for all your sins has been
made and is available to you as a free gift by grace through faith.

The gospel of the grace of God asks us to place our faith in the Lord’s death,
burial, and resurrection as the complete once-for-all sacrifice for all our sins. Our
salvation is truly “not a sin question but a Son question,” not because all sins have
already been paid for, but because there’s nothing we can do on our own to atone for
our sins but to accept by faith Christ’s all-sufficient sacrifice for all of us on the cross.

When Paul says in 2 Cor. 5:19 that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them,” he means that He is reconciling
the world unto Himself through the ministry of reconciliation, through His
ambassadors with beautiful feet (Rom. 10:15) who are out in the world begging the
lost and dying in Christ’s stead to be ye reconciled to God!

What does it mean when Paul says that God is not imputing their trespasses
unto them? Imputing their trespasses meant that God was charging people for their
sins, which meant the He was punishing people on Earth for those sins (Lev. 7:18; Isa.
53:11). But God isn’t doing that today. He’s not reigning fire down upon cities as He
did with Sodom and Gomorrah. Why? Because His grace reigns today (Rom. 5:21).
Because He is longsuffering with us about our sins (Rom. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:16). Heaven has
been thrown open offering eternal life to all mankind, including the worst of us, as a
free gift on the basis of our faith in Him and His grace to us. God is not punishing
people today but preaching peace. God is not judging sin on the Earth but mediating
reconciliation. God is not angry with us but full of love and grace. The Lord’s presence
on His throne exalted above all things has changed His throne of judgment in time past
into a throne of grace today. God is now longsuffering with us about our sins hoping
that more and more souls will embrace His gospel of grace by faith. The phrase, “not
imputing their trespasses unto them” is not the equivalent of forgiveness of sins. It
simply means that God is now longsuffering with the world about sin.

Paul wrote in 1 Tim. 1:16, “Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in me
first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” In Paul’s conversion, we find first the



mercy of Christ, the compassion of Christ, which is why Paul didn’t receive the
imputation of his sins he deserved. In Paul’s conversion, we find Christ’s willingness to
suffer long so that He may extend His grace to the chief of sinners instead of rendering
judgment upon him, which He had every right to do. Christ would suffer for so long
bearing the great sins of Saul who had been such a staunch enemy of Christ, and His
long-suffering with Paul was designed to be a pattern to all others today so that we
may likewise be saved by that same exceeding abundant grace that saved Saul who
became the Apostle Paul. The Lord Jesus Christ is willing to show great longsuffering
for the conversion of great sinners, which is surpassingly abounding grace that is
beyond all my comprehension. The greatest of sinners need not ever despair that they
are beyond the riches of God’s exceedingly abundant grace.

When | reflect upon Paul’s conversion, the height of God’s grace that
surpassingly over-abounded the depths of Paul’s sins as a pattern for us all, brethren,
we may surely proclaim “Behold the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ who loves us!” We
may share with everyone that there is hope for the hopeless who come to Christ in
faith, and that they can let God wash them of all their sins by the precious blood of His
Son. Nothing but grace, nothing but exceeding abundant grace, surpassingly over-
abounding grace, could have moved God to plan for our means of salvation today
before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). Nothing but exceeding abundant grace
could have compelled God to give His only begotten Son as a sacrifice for all mankind
so we may all receive the forgiveness of sins. Nothing less than grace, exceeding
abundant grace, could have converted and saved the worst blasphemer, persecutor,
and injurious zealot like Saul of Tarsus, and nothing but exceeding abundant grace
could have turned Paul’s consuming hatred of Christ into a consuming love for Christ.

SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

In that horrific scene of Christ hanging on that cross, we find the ultimate
expression of both hatred and love, of sin and grace. Christ hanging on that cross was
the most vile display of evil, the worst conceivable expression, of man’s hatred against
God. However, from God’s perspective, Christ hanging on that cross was the most
gloriously righteous display, the highest conceivable expression, of His love for all
mankind. We behold at the cross this breathtaking meeting place of hatred and love.
Man displaying at Calvary, the height of his hatred against God, and God displaying at
Calvary the height of His love for us all. Hatred and love met at the cross on Calvary,
and His love proved victorious. God and sin met. God triumphed. The penalty and the
consequence of sin was paid, and now, at the resurrection side of the cross, the
eternal Spirit proclaims to us in Rom. 5:21 the good news that now His “grace reigns
through righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord”!”

Once you accept by faith that the Son of God died on the cross for your sins,

7 Although | wanted to share these thoughts in my own words, the thought itself came from Charles
Henry Mackintosh and his marvelous book, The Mackintosh Treasury, page 848.
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that He was buried, and rose again, as a sacrifice for all your sins, by grace God the
Father imputes the righteousness of Jesus Christ to your soul and God declares you
righteous for all time. There’s nothing but grace and peace between you and God now
and forevermore. As Paul writes, there is no “condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). God has forgiven you “all trespasses” (Col. 2:13), which is a
forgiveness of all your sins — past, present, and future. He’s written your name into the
Book of Life (Phil. 4:3). He’s made you as righteous as His Son (Phil. 3:9). He’s made
you “accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). You are “sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise... until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory” (Eph. 1:13-14), which means that you have eternal security. You can never lose
your salvation. You are sealed with the Spirit until the day you die and find yourself
absent from the body and present with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:5-9).

When Paul says that we’re “accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6), he means we
are graced into the beloved. Acceptance isn’t just, “we accept you.” This is us receiving
the fulness of His divine love. God makes us the objects of His grace according to all
the love that’s in Him, all “to the praise of the glory of his grace” (Eph. 1:6). God the
Father is the author of all our blessings. The blessings are made possible in Christ. And
we read what kind of blessings we receive in Christ, “all spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3),
that is, blessings given by the third person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit. God the Father
has the entire Godhead involved in our redemption and He shows us as much love as
He shows His only begotten Son. He has risen up to the fullest character of His love by
blessing us in all this grace where He regards us as dear to Him as His only Son. This
victory program we’re in by God’s grace was willed by God the Father, made possible
through the sacrifice of Christ, and made complete through the baptism of the spirit.

“For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life.”

(Romans 5:6-10)

Just consider the redemptive power in the Lord’s shed blood. We are “justified
by his blood” (Rom. 5:9). We are declared righteous “through faith in his blood” (Rom.
3:25). We have “redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace” (Eph.1:7). We are “made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13).
We have peace with God “through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20).



In 2 Corinthians 5:21, we read:

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”

In Ephesians 2:8-9, we read:

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast.”

In Romans 4:5, we read:

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness.”

Does Paul say in any of these verses that to be saved you must be sorry for all
the sins you’ve ever committed? No. Does he say you must confess your sins to a
priest and do penance? No. Does he say you must raise your hand in church or walk
down an aisle? No. Does he say you must ask Jesus to come into your heart or make
Him Lord of your life? No. Does he say you only have to obey the ten commandments
and you can enter Heaven? No. Does he say that your desires toward God might be an
indication that you’re one of the elect? No. Does he say you must be water baptized?
No. Does he say you have to do all these ordinances and rituals so that maybe you
might go to Heaven? No. He says that “faith is counted for righteousness.” It is faith
and faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ and what He accomplished for you at Calvary
through which God the Father saves your soul from the eternal consequence of sin.

The issue is not what works you can do for God to earn His acceptance, but
rather, your acceptance of the work He has done for you at Calvary. You have no
righteousness of your own before God. To have eternal life, you must by faith be found
in Christ having His righteousness (Phil. 3:9). Though our sins prevented us from
coming to God, our sins never prevented God from coming to us with the gift of His
Son to save us from the consequence of all our sins. God's abundant grace flows out
freely to all who believe. No man will be condemned merely because he is bad but
because he refused to accept the gift of eternal life by His grace shown to us in Christ
Jesus (2 Thess. 1:7-9). God is now in Christ begging us all to be reconciled to Him on
the ground of our acceptance of His Son who was made to be sin for us.

God is ready to save you right here and now. “The gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Reconciliation is a two-sided agreement.
God did something for us on His part that He didn’t have to do to bring about our



reconciliation with Him by having His Son make the ultimate sacrifice for your sins and
then offered a free gift of salvation. Will you do your part by accepting that gift?

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor.
6:2). Yesterday’s past. Tomorrow may be too late. You only have today. Who you are
tomorrow depends upon what you do today. | beg you to believe. | beg you to place all
your trust and faith in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection as a complete sacrifice
for your sins. | beg you to be reconciled to God by believing in His Son. | beg you to
trust in Jesus Christ for the sacrifice of your sins and be saved this moment. Please
believe. Will you do that? Know your eternal destiny. Know for certain now and
forever that you are saved and sealed always by God as one of His beloved children.
Paul wrote, “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom.
10:13). Go ahead and pray. The “sinner’s prayer” does not save you. Faith saves you.
But God would love nothing more than for you to pray to Him acknowledging your
new faith in His son, that you believe Jesus Christ died on the cross for your sins, was
buried, and rose again the third day so that you are declared righteous in Him. Thank
Him for giving you His free gift of eternal life through our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

And now that that channel of communication has been opened to God the
Father, you keep on praying and thanking Him for the rest of your life.



CHAPTER 2

Our Glorcous

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.”

(Romans 6:1-7)

Now that we’ve taken our first steps of faith in the previous chapter accepting
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, we may now take our next steps of faith accepting
what God has made us in Christ, which is to accept what God Himself tells us in His
Word about our spiritual transformation that took place the moment we believed. We
may now begin to marvel in our comprehension of what God has made us in Christ, so
that we may now and forevermore see ourselves as God the Father sees us in His Son,
and so that we can live our lives according to these phenomenally precious truths.
These verses in Romans 6 are essential building blocks to spiritual growth.

Romans 6 follows on the heels of a mighty section of Romans, chapters 3-5,
which covers justification by faith in Christ’s sacrifice for our sins on the cross. Paul
mentions in Rom. 3:8 that he was being slanderously reported, “let us do evil that
good may come” and then he takes the occasion to thoroughly define justification by



grace through faith. In chapter 3, Christ was set forth as a propitiation for our sins. In
chapter 4, Christ was raised again for our justification, and in chapter 5, he opens with
the statement, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” We have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ with a sure standing in His grace and the sure promise of a coming
glory. By this assurance, we know that we have eternal security, peace with God
forevermore standing firm in His grace and rejoicing in our coming glory with Him.

At the end of chapter 5 in verse 21, Paul proclaims, “That as sin hath reigned
unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord.” The fact that His grace reigns today is the great culminating point of
every verse that came before it. Everything about our fallen state, about Christ’s
sacrifice, about our justification by faith, and about this total victory program® we have
in Him may be summed up in this one phrase — His grace reigns.

Then we arrive at these mighty verses in Romans 6. Now that Paul has gone
through the doctrines of justification by faith in chapters 3-5, the first thing he teaches
us in chapter 6, which is the first thing God wants us to understand following our
salvation, is our glorious identification with His Son’s perfect work. Paul begins the
chapter by coming full circle with what he wrote in Rom. 3:8 in which he shared that
he was being slanderously reported that he’s teaching, “Let us do evil, that good may
come.” He goes through the entire process of our justification by faith in chapters 3-5.
Then, in chapter 6, Paul returns to the idea of that slanderous report in Rom 3:8. He
says, essentially, Now that we’ve gone through the entire process of justification by
faith, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God
forbid.” Knowing now how we have been saved by His blood, how shall we live? Have
we been given a license to sin? God forbid! God Himself would protest such an evil
thought. Why should God, who hates all unrighteousness, who sacrificed His Son on a
cross for all our sins, suddenly betray His nature and give us a license to sin?

Paul’s answer to this question is three-fold.

a. Verses 3-4. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

e We have been gloriously identified with Christ in His death,
burial, and resurrection by the Holy Spirit.

b. Verse 6. “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him...”
e Our old man, our old self, is crucified with Christ.

c. Verse 2. “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”

8 “The victory program of His grace” is an expression | loved and heard often by Pastor Fred Bekemeyer.



e Why should we live in sin when we have died to sin?

These three grace doctrines are immeasurably crucial to spiritual growth, and
we’re going to carefully consider each one, beginning in this chapter with our glorious
identification with Christ, which shines a light onto the very core of everything we are
in Christ. Paul tells us in Rom. 6:3-4 that we have been baptized into Jesus Christ,
baptized into His death, buried with Him by baptism into death, raised up like Christ
from the dead by the glory of the Father, and given a newness of life.

Let’s first consider what’s not in these verses.

NOT ONE DROP OF WATER

| know that many in Christendom today, when they see “baptized” in Rom. 6:3-
4, they immediately assume “water.” They assume the baptism of John. Despite the
insistence of some that baptizo means “to immerse” or “to dip” that was never the
case. Even Strong’s doesn’t mention “immerse” or “dip” in its definition. Baptizo
simply means “to wash” just as baptizo was twice translated as “wash” in Mark 7:4
when he wrote, “And when they come from the market, except they wash [baptizo],
they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the
washing [baptismos] of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.” When they
baptized the tables, did they fully immerse their tables under water?

Paul says in Rom. 6:3 that “we are buried with him by baptism into death.”
When was Christ buried in water? Never. Never in Bible times nor in our times are the
dead buried in water, although there are burials at sea for sailors, but those are
exceptions. People were usually buried in the ground or in tombs. No one would
correlate buried with Christ with “immersion in water.” Rom. 6:3-4 doesn’t tell us that
we are buried like Christ but that we are buried with Christ. There is a mighty
distinction between a weak watery witness and us spiritually participating in His death
being buried with Christ. How can water illustrate a burial with Christ? And why
assume this is talking about water when there is more than one baptism in the Bible?

Consider, for example, John the Baptist’s words in Matt. 3:11, which have in
this one verse three different types of baptism:

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am
not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost, and with fire..."”

(Matthew 3:11)

The baptism of John was a natural progression for the nation of Israel. God
promised Moses that Israel would be “a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation” (Exo.
19:6). They would be priests in a thousand-year kingdom (Rev. 20:4-7) in which they’ve



inherited the uttermost parts of the earth (Psa. 2:8), in which the Lord would sit upon
David’s throne (Jer. 23:5-8), and Israel would bless the entire world about Christ (Zech.
8:23). For Israel to become a kingdom of priests, their induction into the priesthood
would be similar to the induction of the Levites into the priesthood. Just as the Levites
had to be sprinkled with water (Exo. 29:4), anointed with oil (Exo. 29:6-7), and
sprinkled with a blood sacrifice (Exo. 29:21), so too, the Little Flock would be sprinkled
with water (Mark 1:4), anointed with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; cf., Acts 10:38), and
sprinkled by the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:2). Just as the Levites had to provide a sin
offering (Exo. 29:10-14), a burnt offering (Exo. 29:15-18), and a peace offering (Exo.
29:20-21) to complete their ordination, so too, the Little Flock would have those three
sacrificial requirements fulfilled by the one sacrifice of the Lord (Heb. 9:12-14).

The baptism with water, with the Holy Ghost, and with fire was fully
anticipated by the Jews at the time because it was prophesied by Isaiah (Isa. 4:4; cf.,
Eze. 36:25, Zech. 13:9; Jer. 31:31-35). When the Lord and the apostles proclaimed the
“kingdom is at hand” (Matt. 3:2; 4:17; 10:7), they were proclaiming not only the
prophesied earthly kingdom with Christ on David’s throne, but also the coming
fulfillment of all prophecy, which included the time of Jacob’s Trouble. Thus, the
ceremonial water would preserve them through the symbolic fire, the time of Jacob’s
Trouble, descriptively detailed by John in his next statement in Matt. 3:12. Their
induction into the priesthood as a nation would be fully accomplished following their
baptism with water, with the Holy Ghost, and with fire after the Tribulation at the
Lord’s Second Coming when the Lord would establish His New Covenant with Israel in
which He would put His law in their inward parts, write it in their hearts, and He will be
their God and they shall be His people (Jer. 31:31-35). Then God’s kingdom of priests
would bless the entire world about their Messiah reigning here on Earth.

Let me ask another question.

HOW MANY BAPTISMS ARE IN THE BIBLE?

I'd suggest at least 12:

Israel’s Ceremonial Baptisms. (Numbers 19)

Levitical Priesthood Baptisms. (Exo 29:4; Lev 8:6, Num 8:6-7)

John’s Baptism. (Matt 3:5-6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3 and 7:29; John 1:31)
The Lord’s Baptism by John. (Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-10)

Baptism of Fire. (Isa 4:4; Mal 3:2-3; Matt 3:11; Luke 3:16).

Jesus’ Cup of Baptism unto Death. (Matt 20